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Together, we help kids and families heal and grow.



 

In FY 2022,  
Child and Family Services provided:
3,070 counseling sessions. Of those, 1,270  
were for kids, and 1,140 for teens through  
our Youth Services program.

1,944 supervised visits and safe exchanges

39 families with the strengthening support  
of our Wraparound program

102 children a safe place to stay with  
loving foster families

40 children a forever family through adoption

43,296 hours of community service  
performed by 95 YouthWork members

300 caring responses to callers on our  
Youth Services crisis line

Our IMPACT
– Albert Einstein

–Victor Hugo

Love is like  
a tree; it grows  
of its own 
accord, it puts 
down deep  
roots into our 
whole being.”

“



If you want to go fast, go alone.  
If you want to go far, go together.

– African proverb

Love grows. Child and Family Services has grown as our community’s need has grown.  
We now have 10 programs addressing myriad needs.

Love hopes. We believe that every child can have a bright and loving future. This year,  
Child and Family Services provided 102 foster children with stable, loving homes where  
they could begin to heal from their trauma. 40 children found their forever homes  
through adoption. 

Love listens. This year, our caring counselors provided 3,070 counseling sessions. 1,270  
of those were for kids, and 1,140 for teens through our Youth Services program. By listening, 
supporting, and using proven tools, our counselors help children, adults, and families 
through difficult times.

Love protects. By providing shelter to the region’s runaway and homeless teens  
and safe child exchange and supervised visit services, Pete’s Place and Safe Haven provide  
a shelter for children, youth, and families in life’s sometimes stormy seas. 

Love lasts. In 2022, Child and Family Services celebrated 85 years of supporting community 
members in times of challenge, crisis, and life transition.

Love works. Our YouthWork Conservation Corps provided workforce training, mentors, 
scholarships, and the satisfaction of hard work well done to 95 young AmeriCorps members  
this year, who completed 188 projects for nonprofit and public partners across Michigan.

Love cares. The 85 & Green! campaign joins YouthWork as Child and Family Services’  
expression of caring for our earth and the people on it. We took many energy conservation 
measures and have helped our staff, offices, and events become more green.

Love acts. The hard work and contributions of Child and Family Services’ clients, staff,  
volunteers, and supporters changes lives. Thank you for joining us! 

LOVE grows, hopes, listens, protects, 
lasts, works, cares, and acts.



From a YouthWork member from Detroit: “I’ve never been to northern Michigan before. It’s 
really beautiful here. I learned so much working with YouthWork and the historic preservation 
specialists at Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore. They were nice and showed us how to do  
everything, and also explained the ‘why’ behind what we were doing. It was a great experience.” 

From a youth to his foster care worker: “You help us figure out who we are and everything  
we strive for to succeed. You empower us to change ourselves and our community and create   
a path for us out of lost hope and toward independence.”

From a Safe Haven client:  “My children and I have survived our own hardship and Safe Haven 
has lent us shelter and strength. My children found a community of adults who believe in them 
and allow them to be just who they are…beautiful children… Children whose main focus 
should be growing their minds, their bodies, and their spirits. I thank each and every one of you.  
We are grateful and have benefited from all of your unique contributions. We will always be 
touched by your generous efforts.” 

From a CFS counselor: “One of my favorite sayings is, ‘The day you plant the seed is not the day 
you eat the fruit.’  It reminds us that growth takes time. It also makes me think about how there 
is a season for growth, and that we also need a season to be dormant. Therapy is so much 
about planting seeds and waiting for them to gradually blossom into something wonderful.  
As mental health professionals, it is important that we try to reduce the barriers to getting into 
therapy where we can so that people can get the full benefit of the experience. When  
people can get into therapy regularly those seeds will take root faster and deeper.”

From a foster parent: “Our caseworker is there for us no matter what.  
She’s amazing. Whether it’s talking me through something that happened  
at court or just being there for our kids—she always makes the time.  
I don’t know how many foster kids can say that their worker showed up  
to their football games, took them out for ice cream, or remembered  
their birthday each year. We feel so grateful for the support CFS offers  
and the impact they’ve had on our family.” 

From a single parent: “My kids and I went through a really tough time,  
financially, a couple of years ago and I didn’t know whether Santa was even going  
to be able to make a stop at our house on Christmas Eve. A friend told me about the  
Paper Angels program, and my kids got to have the Christmas they deserved, and  
I even got a new coat and some gas cards, which were extremely helpful at  
the time. Now, my family and I are in a better place, so we plan to pay  
it forward by shopping for a family in need this year.” 

To support the safety and well-being of those we  
serve in times of crisis, challenge, and life transition.

Our mission



Scan to hear more  
CFS success stories  

and to donate!

connect with us

cfsnwmi.org
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If you can help, please detach, fill out, place in envelope and mail to:
Child and Family Services, 3785 Veterans Drive, Traverse City, MI 49684
or scan QR code on right.

(3 digit code on back of card)

Card #

CV Code    Exp. Date

Signature

/

Mastercard Discover American Express
Please charge my:
 Visa

YES! I would like to help children, youth, adults,  
and families in northern Michigan by making a gift of:

We hope you are touched by the words of our 
clients and staff, and consider the impact we make 
supporting hundreds of children, youth, adults,  
and families every day. 
Your gift can provide hope and healing for those 
who need our support. 
To learn more about legacy gifting, non-cash gifts 
(stocks and QCDs), and sponsorships, please visit 
cfsnwmi.org.
Thank you for your help in the great work we do, 
whether it has been a donation or volunteering your 
time. We appreciate you!

Save this side and use as a bookm
ark!

Volunteering.
Please call me.
Considering a  
legacy gift. Please  
call me to discuss.

Please do not publish  
my/our name(s) as  
a contributor.

 $10,000 – Program Investors
 $5,000 – Change Makers
 $2,500 – Resilience Leaders
 $1,000 – Team Builders
 $300 – Passionate Advocates
 $100 – Spirited Supporters
 $50 – Community Friends
 Other

Love only grows  
by sharing. You  
can only have  
more for yourself  
by giving it away  
to others.”
–Brian Tracy

“
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A special thank you  
to our sponsor:

Dear Friends,
As we prepared this report for you, we discussed the idea of love as the theme.  
Loving kindness is the practice of every great heart from Jesus to the Dalai  
Lama. The idea that we are solitary individuals on the journey of life, and  
that there is strength in that solitude, is a myth. One of my heroes is  
Father Greg Boyle, who founded a remarkable rehabilitation program  
for former gang members called Homeboy Industries in Los Angeles  
(please read Tattoos on the Heart if you are a reader!). Father Greg  
talks about radical kinship, the power of love melded with compassion.  
He talks about walking alongside others in their journey to health and  
growth, language I’ve begun to adopt. Father Greg also wrote that, “We  
simply need to change the lurking suspicion that some lives matter less  
than others. We are put on this earth that we might learn to bear the beams  
of love. Turns out this is what we have in common, we’re just trying to learn  
how to bear those beams of love.”

On behalf of all our extraordinary clients and employees,  
thank you for the large and small ways you bring beams of love  
into the world, into our community, into CFS and our daily work.
Warmly, 

Gina Aranki

 From our EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR


